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WILD WINDELLAMA    By Paul Alessi 
www.wild.windellama.com     palessi@bordernet.com.au  

Red Grass (Red 
Leg Grass) is 
running to seed 
now, i t  often 
matures in Summer 
in other parts of 
N S W 
but around here is 
more an Autumn 

grass, it's not usually valued much as 
stock feed but is better than many would 
think with a crude protein as high as 
14.5%. It is highly regarded for its 
persistence and production during 
droughts, and for its soil conservation 
value on poorer soils and heavily grazed 
summer pastures. Red Grass is usually 
about until the frosts set in. It is very 
common alongroad verges in 
Windellama, the seeding stems as well 
as the leaves are often both red and 
green coloured. 
If you are having trouble finding it in your 
paddocks have a look along the roadside 
near Windellama school. 
 
Triffid Identified 
Thank you to both Wild Windellama 
readers who contacted me with I.D. on 
our "Triffid" 
It is Aaron's Rod or Great Mullein 
(Verbascum thapsus ) a native of Europe 
a n d  N o r t h e r n  A f r i c a 
it's regarded as a weed in most places 
where it occcurs but is not a particularly 
aggressive or invasive species.  
It is however a very successful plant 
being able to live in almost any 
environment and even germinate in total  
darkness so in the event of a global 
catastrophe it might thrive like Triffids did 
in John Wyndhams Sci-Fi novel. 

Aaron's Rod is used in herbal medicine 
to treat everything from coughs and 
colds to frost bite and hemorrhoids 
American Indians used to ( or probably 
still do) smoke the leaves to help with 
pulmonary ailments ( real or imagined) 
and according to internet sources the 
leaves can be used to make bright 
yellow or green hair dye ... very useful 
indeed, especially if you are off to the 
football or tennis! 
In the Old Testament, Aaron and Moses 
threw down their rods and they became 
serpents which gobbled up the serpents 
of the Pharoahs, so I don't think I'll cut 
ours down just yet. 
 
More on Cicadas 
The summer season just gone was the 
best season for cicadas for seven years, 
t h i s  i s  t h e  t e r m  o f  
the life cycle of most cicada species so 
the summer of 2014 is the next one, we 
f o u n d  B l a c k  P r i n c e ,  
Green Grocer  (p ic tu red)Ye l low 
Mondays, and quite a number of small 
varieties with striped abdomens,  
one of the smallest species I found was 
only about 12 mm long, there are 
around 200 species of cicada in 
Australia 
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PSYCHOLOGY COUNSELLING FOR: 
 

Grief & Loss –  
Personal / Marriage / Family issues 

Mediation & Conflict Resolution  
 

Is now provided to the Windellama 
and neighbouring communities, 

 at no cost,  
 

by local Psychology Counsellor,  
Fayez Ramzy Nour, J.P., 

 

who will be available on Saturdays,  
between 9am-12noon 

at Roberts Road, Oallen 
 

Appointments for private &  
confidential consultation/counselling 

are made by prior arrangement  
with Fayez on 0414 616 960 

 

Your Local community,  
caring about you & your welfare 
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At Your Goulburn Library 

Free medicines information 
sessions 

 
Goulburn Library will be holding a free 
medicines information session on 
Wednesday 2nd April at 2pm. for the over 
50s in our community. Presented by the 
Seniors Peer Education Centre, the sessions 
are aimed at helping to improve the health 
and quality of life of older people and 
reducing the inappropriate use of prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines.   
 
The first part of the session will discuss the 
quality use of medicines, how to avoid mix-
ups, and where to access reliable 
information. This will be followed by a short 
talk on choosing brand name or generic 
medicines – which is best. The talks have a 
practical focus and simple strategies are 
offered to deal with issues related to taking 
medicines. Free handouts are provided.  
For more information call Goulburn Library 
on 4823 4435. 

Library Service at Marulan 
 
Do you live in the Marulan area and can’t get 
to the Goulburn Library? Why not take 
advantage of the new Library Access Point 
located in Brides and Blooms Marulan, where 
you will be able to:  
   

Join the Southern Tablelands Regional 
Library if not already a member 

Search the Online Library Catalogue to 
reserve and renew library items  

Collect & return library items 
Use the Internet 

 
The Goulburn Library has a wide range of 
books, DVDs, music CDs and magazines for 
all ages, which can be reserved and 
delivered for collection at Brides and Blooms.  
 
The Library Access Point is open:  
Monday to Saturday 9am – 5pm, Sunday 
10am – 4pm, Public holidays 10am – 4pm.   
 
Please contact the Library on 4823 4435 if 
you have any enquiries about this service. 

Regional History Happenings! 
 
During Goulburn’s Heritage & Roses Festival and 
beyond, Goulburn Branch Library will be host to a 
wide range of historically themed activities to 
which everyone is invited!  Why not join in the fun 
and learn a little bit more about Goulburn’s history 
in the process?  You may even find out how one of 
your own ancestors helped shape this fascinating 
city. 
 
From Saturday 8 March in Goulburn Library, 
Wollondilly Gardens Camera Group will mount 
an exhibition of their exquisite photographs, 
featuring the four seasons in Goulburn.  Their 
exhibition will continue into April, but with a 
changeover to a new theme celebrating “My 
World” for the National Trust Heritage Festival.  
These exhibitions are free, and no bookings 
are required. 
 
Interested in a little ‘living history’?  Why not join 
Jennifer Lamb OAM, for an entertaining afternoon 
stroll with a “Miles Franklin Walk & Talk”?  Jennifer 
will host a guided tour of Goulburn’s central 
business district, identifying features and activities 
of the 1890s that would have been familiar to 
author Miles Franklin during the period she lived 
here and penned ‘My Brilliant Career’.  Tours 
commence at the Library at 2.00pm on Sundays 9 
& 16 March.  These events are free, and bookings 
are not required. 
 
For family historians, on Thursday 13 March at 
10.30am, Christine Yeats of NSW State Records 
will present a fascinating session revealing the 
hidden treasures of Probate Records.  This 
information session is free, with morning tea 
available for a gold coin donation.  Contact the 
Library to book your place. 
 
The Library’s now regular series of “Online 
History” training sessions will continue each 
Thursday throughout March and April.  Learn 
how to access and use Ancestry.com at the 
Library, also the Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper archives and much more.  These 1-
hour introductory sessions are specially 
designed for beginners.  Bookings are 
essential as places are limited. 
 
Bookings and further details on any of Goulburn 
Library’s activities can be made at the Library in 
the Civic Centre, Bourke St, by phone on 4823-
4435 or by email at strl@goulburn.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Lynn Bonomini 
Regional History Coordinator 
Southern Tablelands Regional Library 
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 Archibald-winning artist to exhibit 
at Regional Gallery 

 
A fascinating exhibition of portrait paintings 
will go on exhibition at the Goulburn Re-
gional Art Gallery on Saturday 23 February.  
 

Multiple Archibald Prize winner and re-
nowned portraitist Judy Cassab's works will 
hang in the Gallery until 21 March, as part of 
the Maitland Regional Art Gallery Touring 
Exhibition       program. 
 

Born in Vienna, Judy was raised by her 
grandparents in Hungary where she began 
studying painting. Migrating to Australia after 
World War II, she was struck by the Austra-
lian landscape and continued to develop her 
skills into an   accessible and easily recog-
nisable personal style. 
 

Judy has won numerous awards, including 
the Rubinstein Portrait Prize and three times    
winner of the prestigious Archibald Prize, 
and in 1988 was made an Officer of the Or-
der of Australia for her services to art. 
 

She is represented in the Australian National 
Gallery, Canberra; all state galleries; the 
High Court of Australia; the National Portrait 
Gallery in London; and many private and 
corporate collections in Australia and over-
seas. 
 

Goulburn Regional Art Gallery Director Jane 
Cush said she was delighted to host the       
exhibition, which will feature a talk from 
Judy's long-time muse, Marina Findlay, at 
the     opening. 
 

"The Gallery is pleased to host this exhibi-
tion, which features some insightful portraits 
of Judy Cassab's fellow artists," Ms Cush 
said. 
 

"Judy is one of Australia's most respected    
female artists, and we are looking forward to 
hearing some personal insights from Marina 
Findlay about working with her." 
 

The Judy Cassab exhibition opens at 2pm 
on Saturday 23 February at the Goulburn         
Regional Art Gallery. 
 

In addition to Judy’s paintings in the exhibi-
tion, the Gallery will have related works and 
some of her personal diaries on display. 



Page 25 Windellama News - March 2008 www.windellama.com.au  

Project cracking down on rogue willow 
 
Goulburn Mulwaree Council is in the final 
stages of joint project aimed at removing 
willow trees from the area’s waterways. 
The $60,000 joint-funded project between 
Council and the Hawkesbury Nepean 
Catchment Management Authority, as 
part of the Local Government River 
Health Partnership Program, has already 
removed a vast number of willow trees 
from Roberts Park. This project will also 
link up with other willow removal projects 
at the Goulburn Golf Course and Carr-
Confoy Sports Fields. 
Council’s Parks Technical Officer Jason 
Moroney said further follow up in the 
staged removal would involve tree 
planting and blackberry control. 
“While the project involved the removal of 
crack willow, several weeping willows 
have been left in place to provide birds 
with a familiar habitat,” Mr Moroney said.  
“This project has several benefits, 
including increased biodiversity through 
the planting of native trees and improved 
water quality from the removal of willow. 
We hope this project will also raise 
community awareness of environmental 
issues affecting our rivers. 
“When completed, this project will 
eventually improve the Mulwaree and 
Wollondilly rivers’ visual amenity and 
recreational use,” Mr Moroney said.  

Goulburn Mulwaree Council will hold a 
community forum at the Windellama 
Community Hall, Oallen Ford Rd on 13 
March to discuss the draft Local 
Environmental Plan with residents. 
  
The draft 2007 LEP will replace two LEPs 
that were developed by Goulburn City and 
Mulwaree Shire councils in 1990 and 1995 
respectively. 
  
Senior Council staff will explain the new 
draft LEP with residents and go through 
how any changes may affect them. 
  
The draft plans and supporting documents 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 
www.goulburn.nsw.gov.au and are also on 
display at a number of official and informal 
exhibition venues. The official exhibition 
venues are the Civic Centre in Bourke 
Street, Goulburn Library and Goulburn 
Regional Art Gallery. 
  
Informal exhibition venues are also 
available at Marulan Post Office, Johno’s 
Corner General Store, Tallong General 
Store and Tarago Service Station. 
All submissions must be in writing (email 
accepted) and received by 5pm on 11 April 
2008. For more information or to discuss 
the project, call 4823 4408 or email 
strategy@goulburn.nsw.gov.au 
  
The meeting will run from 6pm to 
8.30pm. Please call 4823 4552 for 
further information. 

Inside Your Local Council 
…. Keeping you in touch with the latest from  

On Sunday the 9th March 
   

there will be an opportunity for property holders  
 

to dispose of empty chemical drums at the 
  

Tarago Transfer Station  
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8 & 9 March Goulburn City of Roses 15th Annual Rose Show, Goulburn 
Soldiers Club, Sat. 10.30am–6pm & Sun. 10am–4pm. Admission: 
adults $5, children under 12 yrs free. Ph: 4821 4058 

8–16 March Goulburn’s Celebration of Heritage & Roses Festival 
incorporating Cathedral Week, various locations around historic 
Goulburn. Admission/tours: Some events are free, some by gold 
coin or other donation. Ph: 1800 353 646 

30 March Goulburn Swap Meet, Goulburn Showground & Recreation Area, 
from 6am. Admission: adults $3, 14 & under free. Ph: 4823 4492 

Autumn blooms and history 
comes to life in Goulburn 

 
Royal Letters Patent issued by Queen 
Victoria on 14 March 1863 established the 
Diocese of Goulburn giving Goulburn city 
status and making it Australia’s first inland 
city. Goulburn’s Celebration of Heritage and 
Roses is an annual festival celebrating this 
heritage and the City of Goulburn Rose with 
special events, tours, exhibitions and 
performances from the 8th to 16th March 
2008. 
 
There is plenty to see and do for the history 
lover. This year the National Trust’s Ghost 
of Governor Macquarie and friends will 
travel to Goulburn on Proclamation Day, 
14th March, to join the celebrations. Sts 
Peter & Paul’s’ Old Cathedral will be 
conducting restoration tours that will 
highlight the ongoing works and the unique 
aspects of the Old Cathedral. This year the 
19th century psychiatric asylum Kenmore 
Hospital Museum will feature an exhibition 
on ‘Kenmore and War — WWI and WWII’. 
 
Music lovers will enjoy tours of the 
renowned St Saviour’s Cathedral bell tower, 
and concerts by the Goulburn Regional 
Conservatorium and Berrima Singers. The 
annual exhibitions of local patchwork, 
quilting and embroidery as well as the 
wonderful CWA display and sale of 
handicrafts, are always very popular. A 
touring exhibition of notable Australians and 

landscapes by artist Judy Cassab will also 
be on display at the Goulburn Regional Art 
Gallery. One of the highlights of the 
Festival is the Goulburn ‘City of Roses’ 15th 
annual Rose Show on the weekend of the 
8th and 9th March featuring displays of 
thousands of named roses and special 
guests ‘The Garden Gurus’.  During the 
show be sure to take advantage of bus 
tours of Goulburn’s public rose gardens, 
where expert commentators walk you 
through Victoria Park and the NSW Police 
College Memorial Rose Garden. 
 
There will also be tours and special 
openings of Goulburn’s wealth of historic 
homes and precincts including early 
industrial complexes such as Australia’s 
oldest brewery, the old municipal 
waterworks under steam, early pioneer 
homes with Cobb & Co coach house and 
convict built gaols. Come any day to take 
advantage of the many self-guided tours 
including: heritage walks and bike rides, 
Miles Franklins’ Goulburn and the rail 
heritage tour. 
 
The Festival’s many activities will transport 
you back to the early 1900s and bring 
history to life. Autumn is a perfect time to 
enjoy the city in full bloom. The heritage of 
the Goulburn district reaches into the future 
and is alive and growing — be a part of it 
by phoning 1800 353 646 for a copy of the 
free Festival program or visit 
www.igoulburn.com for more information. 

WHAT’S ON IN OUR AREA THIS MONTH 
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SHEPHERD’S HILL 
NURSERY 

321 George St, Marulan 
Ph 4841 1404  

Fax: 4841 1454       Mobile: 0413 047 105 

Look for the house on the hill 
 

For all your garden needs &  
acclimatised plants 

 

Potted colour, Seedlings, Bulbs, Fruit trees, 
Ornamental trees, Windbreakers,  

Shrubs and more  

Potting Mixes & quality soils & mulches. 

Pots, Statues & Gifts 
 

Gift vouchers & Eftpos available 
 

We are members of NGINA 
Nursery & Garden Industry NSW & ACT 

223 Brisbane Grove Road 
 

•  Variety of small  
 bales of hay 
•  Stockfeeds 
•  Mineral Blocks 
•  Dog & Cat Food 

 

0428 223 677 

Highland  
Stockfeeds 
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In Your Garden 
From Irene Turner 

Plant your winter vegetables now –           
cauliflowers, cabbage, brussel sprouts, broc-
coli; and get them moving with liquid fertilizer. 
Lettuce turnips, radishes and white onions can 
also be sown. 
Flowers – seedlings of alyssum, pansy, viola, 
stocks, poppies, calendula, dianthus,          
polyanthus, larkspur, snapdragon, statice and 
verbena. Virginian Stock can be sown direct in 
the garden to make a nice border, or sow into 
pots. Also seedlings of wallflowers, sweet    
Williams can go in now. 
 

Watch for aphids and caterpillars on roses. 
You can pick them off or spray with rose spray. 
 

This is a good month for taking plant cuttings 
of geranium, fuschia and hydrangeas; keep the 
cuttings damp to help grow. 

 
Plant of the Month 

Oenothera – Evening Primrose,   
Rose of Mexico 

 
The Evening Primroses are a widely varied  
genus of about 80 species that include both 
annuals and perennials. It is native to North 
America and Mexico. 

The Evening Primrose grows to 60cm, annual 
with toothed green foliage and 5cm golden 
flowers, faintly fragrant.  
 

The Rose of Mexico is a dwarf plant that pops 
up from running rhizomes with 8cm pink    
flowers. 

 

They like well drained soil and to be given 
plenty of water in the warmer months. All     
oenotheras may be raised from seed sown  
direct during the warm weather. 
 

Herb of the Month 
Ocimum – Basil, Sweet Basil 

A culinary herb used with chicken. Sweet Basil 
makes a charming addition to the border and is 
also a decorative container plant for window 
boxes. 
 

Easy to grow in a light sandy soil enriched with 
compost; the seeds are sown in Spring and 
covered with the lightest drift of sand and    
vermiculite. Water well and germination will 
take only a few days. 
 

Set the young plants out at 20cm intervals, 
pinch back growing tips    periodically.  

 
Basil grows to 
around 40cm. The 
plant is frost sensi-
tive so grow as an 
annual here. 
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127 AUBURN STREET, GOULBURN 
(Next door to Video Ezy) 
Local call dialup access Australia wide 
aDSL Broadband  Office Services 

High Speed internet access & Wifi Hotspot 
Friendly, expert advice and support 

Call 0500 522 400 
http://www.goulburn.net.au      info@goulburn.net.au 

 SOLAR  POWERED  SOLUTIONS 
 (S.E.I.A.A. accredited) 

Custom Design , Supply & Installation  
of Renewable Energy Systems 

Power Systems — Solar —  Wind — Hydro 

Free Installation on Systems 

* Solar Pumping            *  Pressure pumps         *  Vestfrost Refrigerators & Freezers 

* Daken electric fence     *  Advanced/ Honda Generators all sizes    *  Bushman Water Tanks       

*  Solarhart Hotwater (rebate available) 

Shop 139 Wallace St Braidwood 

Ph 4842 1333            Mobile 0429 319 068           
Email: Edwards.L@bigpond.com 

Yes we handle all rebates on Solar Panels 


